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New Advisory Group to Help Shape West Yorkshire’s Future 
A new group of 14 senior VCSE leaders has been established to help shape decision-making across West 

Yorkshire and ensure the voices of local communities are heard at the highest level. 

The West Yorkshire VCSE Advisory Group brings together leaders from organisations working on the frontline, 

including food banks, youth services, community centres and advice organisations. The group will meet 

regularly with Mayor Tracy Brabin and senior officials to provide insight on key issues such as employment, 

skills, housing, transport and community safety. 

Drawing on their day-to-day experience of supporting residents through challenges such as the cost of living 

crisis, members will help ensure regional policies reflect the realities facing communities across West Yorkshire. 

They will provide advice on decisions affecting everyday life, from public transport and housing to training 

and employment opportunities.  

Mayor Tracy Brabin said the new group would help bring decision-making closer to those most affected by 

inequality and ensure policies are shaped by people with a deep understanding of local needs. The initiative 

makes West Yorkshire one of the first regions in England to establish a formal mechanism for the voluntary 

and community sector to influence regional policymaking. Read the full announcements and meet the group 

members. 
 

District News 

Beneficiary Advisory Group: 

Are you coming along to the launch meeting of 

Community Action’s Beneficiary Advisory Group?!  

It’s exactly what it says on the tin. We are inviting 

our beneficiaries (that’s VCSE organisations like 

you) to join us regularly, to advise us, help us shape 

and hone our services in order to better meet your 

needs.  

Not sure if you want to commit? Come along, find 

out more and decide afterwards, no pressure and 

even if you don’t join the group, we’d still love to 

see you.  

On the agenda: 

You will find out a bit more about the group and 

how you can be a part of it, members will feed into 

the Terms of Reference, and then we’ll run some 

thought boards. Opportunities for you to feed in 

your ideas on three topics:  

• The VCSE Big Meet 2027 

• The return of the VCSE Big Advice Day 2027 

• Our grassroots support programme  

No need to book, but it would really help to RSVP 

to soo@cabad.org.uk so we know how many 

biscuits to buy!  

When? Wednesday 30th September, 10:00 to 12:30 

Where? Cardigan House, Ferncliffe Road, Bingley, 

BD16 2TA 

 

VCSE Commissioning Strategy 
Design Workshops – Last Call! 

The final workshop for the co-design process of 

the VCSE Commissioning Strategy takes place next 

Monday, 

Principle Three:  

Promote the role of the VCSE in the design of 

services and ensure co-design is at the heart of 

everything we do in commissioning, including 

ensuring time is allowed for meaningful co-

production, and sufficient flexibility is built into 

processes.  

28th September 2026, 10:00 to 12:30 at 

Manningham Mills Community Centre, Lilycroft 

Road, Bradford, BD9 5BD.  

The team from the VCSE and the Council would 

like to thank all the organisations that have taken 

part so far, for giving up valuable time to help 

shape this important strategy development.  

We are also aware that some organisations were 

unable to spare the time to join us, so we have 

produced a short form for you to provide any 

insight or information against the five principles. All 

replies will be considered when the first draft of the 

strategy is produced.  

Please head to the survey to contribute. The survey 

will close on Friday 16th October at 17:00.  

 

https://www.westyorks-ca.gov.uk/news/mayor-turns-to-community-leaders-to-help-shape-west-yorkshire-s-future/
https://www.westyorks-ca.gov.uk/news/mayor-turns-to-community-leaders-to-help-shape-west-yorkshire-s-future/
https://cabad.org.uk/events/community-actions-beneficiary-advisory-group/
mailto:soo@cabad.org.uk
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VCSECS26EW


 

  

Funding 

New Health Improvement Grant Opportunities  
Bradford Council Public Health has launched two new grant schemes through the Community Health 

Improvement Project (CHIP) to support organisations working to improve health and wellbeing across the 

district. 

Opportunity 1: LGBTQ+ Health Improvement Grants: The Living Well LGBTQ+ Health Improvement Grant 

Scheme is designed to support organisations working to reduce health inequalities and improve health and 

wellbeing outcomes for LGBTQ+ communities across the Bradford district. 

Opportunity 2: Care Experienced and Care Leavers Health Improvement Grants. The Living Well Care 

Experienced and Care Leavers Health Improvement Grant Scheme aims to support organisations working to 

reduce health inequalities, promote health and wellbeing, and improve outcomes for care experienced young 

people and care leavers across the Bradford district. 

The application deadline is 12 noon on 12 October. An information webinar will take place on 24 September at 

2pm. To book a place or request application guidance, contact  PublicHealthCommissioning@bradford.gov.uk. 

 

.  

Upcoming Deadlines 
• 30 September: Calisen Impact Charitable Trust 

• 30 September: The Fat Beehive Foundation 

• 30 September: ON Organ Fund  

• 30 September: Groundwork postcode Lottery: Grassroots 

Grants  

• 30 September: The Arts Society: External Charity Grants 

• 30 September: One Stop Community Partnership 

• 1 October: JJ Charitable Trust – Literacy Small Grants Scheme 

• 1 October:  Postcode Neighbourhood Trust 

• 2 October: Baptist Insurance: Charitable Grants 

Northern Power Grid Foundation: 
Warm Spaces Support Fund 

The Northern Power Grid Foundation has expanded 

its Warm Spaces Support Fund following a successful 

pilot programme. Grants of £250 to £1,000 are 

available to support community organisations 

providing warm, safe and welcoming spaces for local 

people during the winter months. The fund will close 

once 60 applications have been received. 

 

Bingley Bubble Community Partnership Small Grants 2026/27  
Bingley Bubble Community Partnership's small grants programme is now open for 2026/27, offering up to £5,000 

for projects supporting elderly, frail and housebound people, carers (including young carers), or children and 

young people with additional needs up to the age of 25. Applicants must be based, or operate, in the communities 

served by Bingley Bubble GP practices. The application deadline: 27 October 2026, 5pm. Read the BBCP Small 

Grants Information Pack for full details or contact seankjohnson@outlook.com for more information. 

 

WISHH Community Partnership Small 
Grants  

WISHH Community Partnership's Small Grants 

Programme is now open for 2026/27, offering grants of 

£2,000 to £4,500 for projects supporting people living 

alone with long-term health conditions, neurodiverse 

children, young people and adults, unpaid carers, care 

leavers aged 16 and over, and adults with physical 

and/or hidden disabilities. Applicants must be based in, 

or deliver services within, communities served by WISHH 

GP practices. The application deadline is 5pm on 20 

October.  Read the WISHH Small Grant 26-27 

Information Pack for full details or contact 

seankjohnson@outlook.com for more information. 

 

TRU Community Fund  
The Transpennine Route Upgrade (TRU) 

Community Fund 2026 opens on 28 September, 

with grants of £5,000 available to support 

community projects along the route. 

Funding is available for projects that improve 

community spaces, create opportunities for 

skills, education and employment, or benefit 

disadvantaged and under-represented groups. 

Applications close on 9 October, although the 

fund may close earlier if demand is high. 

 

Visit our funding page to see more opportunities  

 

https://www.bradford.gov.uk/health/about-public-health/about-public-health/
mailto:PublicHealthCommissioning@bradford.gov.uk
https://www.calisenimpactcharitabletrust.com/
https://www.fatbeehivefoundation.org.uk/what-we-fund/
https://www.onorganfund.org.uk/index.php
https://www.groundwork.org.uk/grassroots-grants/
https://www.groundwork.org.uk/grassroots-grants/
https://theartssociety.org/charity-grants
https://www.groundwork.org.uk/one-stop-community-partnership/?dm_i=6MG6,1B411,61U4N1,64ZE4,1,0,0,0
https://sfct.powerappsportals.com/jjapplication/?dm_i=6MG6,1BKCA,7E8C9S,67G6V,1,0,0,0
https://www.postcodeneighbourhoodtrust.org.uk/
https://www.baptist-insurance.co.uk/grants?dm_i=6MG6,1E1EG,7E8C9S,6LUIW,1,0,0,0
https://www.northernpowergridfoundation.org.uk/warm-spaces-support-fund
https://www.facebook.com/BingleyBubbleCP/
https://1drv.ms/w/c/3a84cb6cc9f85966/IQDVKzOVuxGTSoB8Eky_dvRPAQ-LVvj2Q6nj5ksfOk9J2Ig?e=0D5gm8
https://1drv.ms/w/c/3a84cb6cc9f85966/IQDVKzOVuxGTSoB8Eky_dvRPAQ-LVvj2Q6nj5ksfOk9J2Ig?e=0D5gm8
mailto:seankjohnson@outlook.com
https://www.facebook.com/WISHHCP/
https://onedrive.live.com/:w:/g/personal/3A84CB6CC9F85966/IQAAMFAhFehYSZPPSrbyfzjOATo9ua-E_H9ss_72agzr_3E?resid=3A84CB6CC9F85966!s21503000e815495893cf4ab6f27f38ce&ithint=file%2Cdocx&e=SZo8ev&migratedtospo=true&redeem=aHR0cHM6Ly8xZHJ2Lm1zL3cvYy8zYTg0Y2I2Y2M5Zjg1OTY2L0lRQUFNRkFoRmVoWVNaUFBTcmJ5ZnpqT0FUbzl1YS1FX0g5c3NfNzJhZ3pyXzNFP2U9U1pvOGV2
https://onedrive.live.com/:w:/g/personal/3A84CB6CC9F85966/IQAAMFAhFehYSZPPSrbyfzjOATo9ua-E_H9ss_72agzr_3E?resid=3A84CB6CC9F85966!s21503000e815495893cf4ab6f27f38ce&ithint=file%2Cdocx&e=SZo8ev&migratedtospo=true&redeem=aHR0cHM6Ly8xZHJ2Lm1zL3cvYy8zYTg0Y2I2Y2M5Zjg1OTY2L0lRQUFNRkFoRmVoWVNaUFBTcmJ5ZnpqT0FUbzl1YS1FX0g5c3NfNzJhZ3pyXzNFP2U9U1pvOGV2
mailto:seankjohnson@outlook.com
https://www.neighbourly.com/campaign/6a8587876562e04ced74da6a
https://www.neighbourly.com/campaign/6a8587876562e04ced74da6a
https://cabad.org.uk/funding-and-grants/


  

Education Alliance for Life 

Chances: EDSP Delivery Lead 

Hours: 37  

Salary: up to £56,000 

Closing date: 24 September 2026 

Details: snicket.org  

Community Works: Centre 

Operations & Development 

Manager 

Hours: 18 - 21 

Salary: £36,750 (pro rata, pay award pending) 

Closing date: 25 September 2026 

Details: snicket.org  

Education Alliance for Life 

Chances: EDSP Project Support 

Officer 

Hours: 37  

Salary: £32,000 

Closing date: 25 September 2026 

Details: snicket.org  

BHIP - Bradford Health Inequities 

Programme: Human Resources 

and People Officer 

Hours: 15 (2 days per week) 

Salary: £28,500 per annum, pro rata 

Closing date: 27 September 2026 

Details: snicket.org  

VCS Alliance: Project Officer 

Hours: 35 

Salary: £24,500 

Closing date: 27 September 2026 

Details: snicket.org  

VCS Alliance: Director of Culture 

Hours: Between 21 and 35 

Salary: £50,000 FTE 

Closing date: 27 September 2026 

Details: snicket.org  

 

VCSE Jobs 

BHIP - Bradford Health Inequities 

Programme: Community 

Engagement Facilitator (Mental 

Health) 
Hours: 30 (4 days per week) 

Salary: £34,000 per annum, pro rata 

Closing date: 28 September 2026 

Details: snicket.org  

BHIP - Bradford Health Inequities 

Programme: Community 

Engagement Facilitator – (Physical 

Activity) 

Hours: 37 

Salary: £34,000 per annum, pro rata 

Closing date: 29 September 2026 

Details: snicket.org  

BHIP - Bradford Health Inequities 

Programme: Community 

Engagement Facilitator (Digital 

Inclusion, Technology & AI) 

Hours: 30 (4 days per week) 

Salary: £34,000 per annum, pro rata 

Closing date: 29 September 2026 

Details: snicket.org  

Staying Put: Young Person’s IDVA 

(maternity cover) 

Hours: 30 

Salary: £22,043 - £22,988 

Closing date: 1 October 2026 

Details: snicket.org  

Staying Put: Mental Health 

Intervention Facilitator 

Hours: 30 

Salary: £22,043-£22,988 

Closing date: 1 October 2026 

Details: snicket.org  

 

https://snicket.org/jobs/edsp-delivery-lead/
https://snicket.org/jobs/centre-operations-development-manager/
https://snicket.org/jobs/edsp-project-support-officer/
https://snicket.org/jobs/human-resources-and-people-officer/
https://snicket.org/jobs/project-officer/
https://snicket.org/jobs/director-of-culture/
https://snicket.org/jobs/community-engagement-facilitator-mental-health/
https://snicket.org/jobs/community-engagement-facilitator-physical-activity/
https://snicket.org/jobs/community-engagement-facilitator-digital-inclusion-technology-ai/
https://snicket.org/jobs/young-persons-idva-maternity-cover/
https://snicket.org/jobs/mental-health-intervention-facilitator/


 

   

VCSE Jobs 

Community Works: Business 

Services Administrator 

Hours: 18 

Salary: £25,989 (Pro rata, pay award pending) 

Closing date: 1 October 2026 

Details: snicket.org  

Staying Put Domestic Abuse 

Intervention Facilitator  

Hours: 30-37.5  

Salary: £27,554 - £28,735 

Closing date: 2 October 2026 

Details: snicket.org  

BHIP - Bradford Health Inequities 

Programme: Data & Administration 

Officer 

Hours: 30-37. The role can be appointed at any 

FTE within this range 

Salary: £34,000 pro rata 

Closing date: 4 October 2026 

Details: snicket.org  

BHIP - Bradford Health Inequities 

Programme: Co-Design Lead 

Hours: 30 (4 days per week) 

Salary: £36,000 per annum, pro rata 

Closing date: 4 October 2026 

Details: snicket.org  

Leeds GATE: Community 

Development Worker - Bradford 

Hours: 17.5 – 21  

Salary: £27,910 pro rata 

Closing date: 12 October 2026 

Details: snicket.org  

 

Education Alliance for Life 
Chances: Bookkeeper 
Hours: Variable 

Salary: To be confirmed 

Closing date: 31 October 2026 

Details: snicket.org  

 

https://www.facebook.com/SnicketJobs
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/108017043
https://snicket.org/jobs/business-services-administrator/
https://snicket.org/jobs/domestic-abuse-intervention-facilitator-3/
https://snicket.org/jobs/data-administration-officer/
https://snicket.org/jobs/co-design-lead/
https://snicket.org/jobs/community-development-worker-bradford/
https://snicket.org/jobs/bookkeeper-2/
https://snicket.org/


 

 

The Big Meet 2027               

Returning in September 2027, the Big Meet is the 

annual event that brings together the people who 

make this sector what it is: Chairs, Trustees, leaders 

and passionate VCSE colleagues who understand 

that we are stronger together.  

If you'd like to be kept in the loop as a possible attendee, fill out 

this form and we'll share details with you as they are confirmed.  

 

Training and Events 

Beneficiary Advisory Group Launch 

When? 30 September 2026, 10am to 12:30pm.  

Where? Cardigan House, Ferncliffe Road, Bingley, 

BD16 2TA (Open-Door event) 

On the agenda: 

You will find out a bit more about the group and 

how you can be a part of it, members will feed into 

the Terms of Reference, and then we’ll run some 

thought boards. Opportunities for you to 

contribute your ideas on three topics:  

• The VCSE Big Meet 2027 

• The return of the VCSE Big Advice Day 2027 

• Our grassroots support programme  

No need to book, but it would really help to RSVP 

to soo@cabad.org.uk so we know how many 

biscuits to buy!  

Getting Started – Manage Volunteers  

When? Wednesday Sept. 30th, 13.30 to 15.00 

Where? Online 

Book your spot  

Getting Started - DIY Fundraising 

When? Thursday October 1st, 13.30 to 15.00 

Where? Online 

Book your spot  

Getting Started – Protect your Data 

When? Thursday October 6th, 10.30 to 12.00 

Where? Online 

Book your spot  

Community Outreach 

When? Thursday October 15th, 10.00 to 12.00 

Where? Bingley Library 

Book your spot  

Chairs and Trustees Network 

When? Tuesday October 20th, 16.00 to 17.30 

Where? Online 

Book your spot  

Community Outreach 

When? Thursday October 22nd, 15.30 to 18.50 

Where? Online 

Book your spot  

Leader’s Network 

When? Tuesday October 27th, 11.00 to 14.00 

Where? Bradford City Hall 

Book your spot  

Getting Started – Social Media 

When? Monday November 2nd, 10.30 to 12.00 

Where? Online 

Book your spot  

Time Management 

When? Tuesday November 10th, 10.30 to 12.00 

Where? Online 

Book your spot  

 

Big Advice Day  

Returning in June 2027, the Big Advice day is 

designed specifically for VCSE organisations that 

want to learn, grow and connect, this will be a day 

not to be missed.  

If you'd like to be kept in the loop as a possible attendee or 

stallholder, fill out this form and we'll share details with you as 

they are confirmed.  

View our Event calendar or contact us info@cabad.org.uk for 

more information. 

https://cabad.aidecrm.co.uk/surveys/respond/31gwq2kJtQ736ij6CXXAloXILIVf5OHHPxA2HxUk
https://cabad.aidecrm.co.uk/surveys/respond/31gwq2kJtQ736ij6CXXAloXILIVf5OHHPxA2HxUk
mailto:soo@cabad.org.uk
https://cabad.org.uk/events/getting-started-manage-volunteers-30-september-2026/
https://cabad.org.uk/events/getting-started-diy-fundraising-1-october-2026/
https://cabad.org.uk/events/getting-started-protect-your-data-6-october-2026/
https://cabad.org.uk/events/community-sector-outreach-bingley-library/
https://cabad.org.uk/events/chairs-and-trustees-network-online-3/
https://cabad.org.uk/events/community-sector-outreach-online-7/
https://cabad.org.uk/events/leaders-network-city-hall/
https://cabad.org.uk/events/getting-started-social-media-2-november-2026/
https://cabad.org.uk/events/half-day-time-management-10-november-2026/
https://cabad.aidecrm.co.uk/surveys/respond/IdoUZMbfa2DBOuGZ0XAQbDZgkflqLPWBsYa7gbUa
https://cabad.org.uk/training-calendar/
mailto:info@cabad.org.uk
https://cabad.org.uk/events/categories/getting-started/
https://cabad.org.uk/leaders-network/
https://cabad.org.uk/chairs-trustees-network/
https://bit.ly/4eNZcv2
https://cabad.aidecrm.co.uk/surveys/respond/31gwq2kJtQ736ij6CXXAloXILIVf5OHHPxA2HxUk
https://cabad.aidecrm.co.uk/surveys/respond/IdoUZMbfa2DBOuGZ0XAQbDZgkflqLPWBsYa7gbUa


 

 

 

   

Voice of Hope Report 
In January 2024, Bradford District and Craven Mind, working alongside Staying Put, secured funding to address 

mental health inequalities experienced by ethnically and culturally diverse communities. 

Now titled Hope and Light, the programme aims to ensure people from ethnically and culturally diverse 

backgrounds can access mental health support when and how they need it. 

Building on a year of community engagement and research, the Voices of Hope Report highlights what has 

been achieved through partnership working and how those insights are already driving meaningful, measurable 

change. Voices of Hope reflects the passion and commitment of all the supporters, partners and communities 

involved. The report reflects the commitment of the communities, partners and supporters involved. Read the 

report to learn more and help champion its message. 

 

Home Energy West Yorkshire Events 
Thinking about your home energy options? Visit Bradford Interchange Station (BD1 1TU) for free, impartial advice 

from Home Energy West Yorkshire. Expert advisors will be available every Wednesday and Thursday from 10am 

to 4pm until 29 October 2026 to help residents explore ways to reduce energy bills, improve energy efficiency 

and learn more about renewable options such as solar panels. 

Visitors can also enter prize draws, with family tickets to West Yorkshire attractions, cash vouchers and a free 

Home Energy Plan worth £450 up for grabs. 

 

Resources and Opportunities 

After School Activities for Kids: 
Looking for something fun for the kids after school? From dance to gymnastics, there's a range of activities on 

offer to help children stay active, build confidence and make new friends. Have a look at what's available below: 

• Academic Adventures, Shipley offers gymnastics classes on Saturdays from 2pm to 3pm (£2 per session), 

as well as after-school clubs and Saturday Fun Days. After-school sessions run Monday to Friday from 4pm 

to 7pm. For more information or to enrol, call 01274 933090 or email info@academic-adventures.co.uk. 

• Bradford Arts Centre in the city centre offers Play, Move, Create for children aged 0 to 5 every Wednesday 

from 10am to 11.30am (£1.00 per child). For more information call 01274 303340 or book online. 

• Bradford Active Dance’s Mini Movers, also at the Bradford Arts Centre, offers dance classes for 18 months 

to 4 years every Thursday from 10am to 11am (£4.00 per session). For more information, call Rachel 07512 

577584 or email bradfordactivedance@gmail.com.   

  

Free Adult Mental Health Training Courses 
Free places are available on two Adult Mental Health training courses for anyone who lives or works in the 

Bradford district. Places are limited and will be allocated on a first come, first served basis. 

Adult Mental Health Aware: A four-hour introductory course covering the basics of mental health and how to 

support someone experiencing distress. The course takes place on 29 September, from 10.30am to 2.30pm, at 

the Dominica Association, Bradford. Participants who complete the course will receive Mental Health Aware 

certification accredited by MHFA England.  

Adult Mental Health First Aider:  This free two-day course teaches participants how to identify, understand and 

support someone experiencing a mental health issue. The training takes place on 15 and 21 October, from 9am 

to 4.30pm, at City Hall, Bradford. Attendance on both days is required. Participants who complete the course 

will be certified as Adult Mental Health First Aiders, accredited by MHFA England. 

For full details and to book your place, visit My Living Well Academy. 

 

https://www.bdcmind.org.uk/
https://stayingput.org.uk/
https://www.bdcmind.org.uk/community-voices/
https://www.bdcmind.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Voices-of-Hope-DIGITAL-FINAL-compressed.pdf
https://www.bdcmind.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Voices-of-Hope-DIGITAL-FINAL-compressed.pdf
mailto:info@academic-adventures.co.uk
https://bdartscentre.co.uk/education/play-move-create/
https://bdartscentre.ticketsolve.com/ticketbooth/shows/1173671025/events/428891332
https://bradfordactivedance.com/our-classes/
mailto:bradfordactivedance@gmail.com
https://mylivingwell.co.uk/academy/mental-health-first-aid/adult-mental-health-aware/
https://mylivingwell.co.uk/academy/mental-health-first-aid/adult-mental-health-first-aid-course/
https://mylivingwell.co.uk/academy/


 

  

Resources and Opportunities 

Building Aspirations Employability Programme  
Building Aspirations is an employability programme funded by Intact Insurance and delivered by UK Youth, 

working alongside local youth organisations and Intact Insurance colleagues. It's designed with one group in 

mind: young people aged 18–24 who are not in education, employment or training (NEET), or who are at risk 

of finding themselves in that position. Through the programme, you'll have the chance to build confidence, 

pick up practical employability skills and take real steps towards education, training and employment. 

As part of this, an Employer Event is taking place on 26 October, aimed squarely at young people who are 

looking to get into work. If that's you, this is a chance to meet employers face to face and find out what 

opportunities might be out there. It's just as valuable from the other side too, giving employers a platform to 

promote their company and connect with young people as prospective employees. On the day, breakout 

rooms will be available for one-to-one conversations and group presentations, so there's room for both a 

quick chat and a more in-depth discussion. The event will take place at Faith Cave, Bradford (BD8 0LH). To 

find out more or to book your place, get in touch with Mohammed Hanif at acecic13@outlook.com or by 

phone on 07774 625 972. 
 

New Accounting Rules for Charities in 2026 
The Charity Commission for England and Wales wants charity trustees and advisers to read its updated 

guidance. This is because the accounting rules are changing this year. 

Charities have different types of legal structure, and the Commission has made one guide for each type: 

a trust or unincorporated association; a charitable company; a charitable incorporated organisation (CIO). 

The guidance has changed for two reasons: 

• First, the Charities Statement of Recommended Practice (the SORP) has changed.  

• Second, the income limits that decide which rules charities must follow have changed too. 

The new SORP applies from 1 January 2026. It includes new rules about reporting income and lease 

arrangements and asks large charities to be more transparent.  

For charities in England and Wales, the income thresholds are also changing from 30 September 2026. 

The new limits are: 

• above £500,000 to prepare full accruals accounts (up from £250,000)  

• above £40,000 to need an independent examiner to check accounts (up from £25,000)  

• above £1.5m income, or above £500,000 income with assets over £5 million, to need a full audit (up 

from £1m) 

Charity Commission Senior Trustee Guidance Manager, Sue Smith, said: Charities may need to prepare 

their accounts differently this year. The refreshed guidance explains what to do, step by step. The 

Commission has also made the guidance easier to use, based on feedback from trustees and advisers. 

Guidance for previous years is still available on gov.uk, as some charities may still need it. In future, the 

Commission will look at ways to make charity accounting simpler.  

Charity Commission Assistant Director of Accountancy, Amie Woods, said: Charity trustees look after 

around £100 billion of charitable money. People want to know how this money helps others. Accounts 

and annual returns give people this information, and most charities send these to the Commission on 

time. This builds public trust in charities. 

The guidance should help charities follow the current rules correctly. But these rules are complex, so the 

Commission wants to find simpler ways to do this in future. The goal is to reduce the workload for charities 

while keeping them accountable and protecting public trust. 

 

https://www.ukyouth.org/our-programmes-building-aspirations/
https://www.intactinsurance.co.uk/
https://www.ukyouth.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/The+Cave+1810,+Bull+Royd+Industrial+Estate,+Bull+Royd+Ln,+Bradford+BD8+0LH/The+Cave+1810,+Bull+Royd+Industrial+Estate,+Bull+Royd+Ln,+Bradford+BD8+0LH/@50.7379712,-1.8251776,5080m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m13!4m12!1m5!1m1!1s0x487be7ae21f89e79:0x295f046feb71f1a2!2m2!1d-1.7971466!2d53.7994185!1m5!1m1!1s0x487be7ae21f89e79:0x295f046feb71f1a2!2m2!1d-1.7971466!2d53.7994185?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDkwOC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
mailto:acecic13@outlook.com
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/shift-to-more-proportionate-accounting-regime-for-uk-charities
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/charity-reporting-and-accounting-the-essentials-november-2016-cc15d


 

 

  

Get Ready Together: Create a Community Response Plan for Your Area 
Emergencies don't always give much warning, and having a plan in place can make all the difference. 

That's the message from the West Yorkshire Resilience Forum (WYRF), which is working with communities 

across the region to help them prepare for emergencies and major incidents. 

If you're part of a local group, whether a residents' association, a voluntary organisation or simply a 

network of neighbours who look out for one another, this is worth your attention. The WYRF is inviting 

community groups to create their own Community Response Plan, so you're better placed to support 

one another if something unexpected happens. Perhaps your community has already been affected by 

severe weather, a power cut or another disruptive incident, or perhaps you've simply wondered what 

your group could do to help if that happened again. 

Why this matters now: Recent years have brought more emergencies to the region, many linked to 

changing weather patterns. Storm Arwen left parts of the region without power for eleven days. More 

recently, wildfires have led to evacuations, a burst water main left some communities without water for 

three days before causing a power outage, and severe heat has triggered further power cuts in a number 

of areas. Being prepared isn't about expecting the worst; it's about knowing what to do if it happens, so 

communities can respond calmly and recover more quickly. 

A plan built with communities, for communities: Working alongside Local Authority Emergency Planning 

Teams across West Yorkshire, the WYRF is helping to establish a Community Response Plan for every 

community in the region. A simple, easy-to-follow template has already been tested through extensive 

consultation with established community groups and is now being rolled out more widely. 

Once completed and returned, your plan is securely stored on Resilience Direct, the government platform 

used by all Local Authorities, and can be accessed and activated by your Local Authority Emergency 

Planning Team if needed during an emergency. 

What you gain by completing a plan: Your group becomes part of the West Yorkshire Resilience Forum 

family, with access to support, guidance and assistance, help with testing your plan, and support during 

an emergency or major incident. 

Next steps: Visit the West Yorkshire Prepared website and look for the Community Resilience link on the 

homepage, where you'll find a presentation and a supporting guidance leaflet. The WYRF's Community 

Resilience Officer is also happy to attend future group meetings to share the presentation and answer 

questions, so do get in touch if that would help. 

 

Resources and Opportunities 

2027 Acumen UK Fellowship  
Applications are now open for the 2027 

Acumen UK Fellowship. Each year, Acumen 

Academy selects leaders from across the 

sector, place and background and equips 

them with the practices and community 

needed to deepen their impact. Fellows 

share a dedication to solving problems of 

poverty and are building a world based on 

dignity. Join a global community that can 

accompany you on the path of moral 

leadership. The deadline to apply is 3 

November. 

 

We Find Any Learner: Free Courses 
Three of We Find Any Learner’s most popular online 

courses are now being offered at zero cost. Spots are 

filling up fast, so it's worth registering your interest 

soon.  

• Counselling Skills Level 2  

• Mental Health First Aid Level 2 

• Understanding Autism Level 2 

To take part, you'll need to be at least 19 years old by 31 

August 2026 and not currently be enrolled on an 

apprenticeship programme. You can sign up by visiting 

the website or calling 01226 958 888. Enrol today and 

be part of making a difference. 

 

https://www.westyorkshire.police.uk/WYRF
https://www.westyorkshireprepared.org.uk/
https://fellowship.acumenacademy.org/uk
https://fellowship.acumenacademy.org/uk
https://acumenacademy.org/
https://acumenacademy.org/
https://fellowship.acumenacademy.org/uk
https://www.wefindanylearner.com/
https://www.wefindanylearner.com/counselling-skills-level-2/
https://www.wefindanylearner.com/mental-health-first-aid-level-2/
https://www.wefindanylearner.com/understanding-autism/
https://www.wefindanylearner.com/book-online/


 

 

   

Community Outreach:  
Did you know that, since February 2026, our Development Officers have been visiting libraries across all 

five constituencies, and running online sessions too, offering free, on-the-spot advice to new and 

grassroots organisations? No lengthy referral process, no formal application, no fee. Just a conversation 

with someone who knows how to help. 

We ran it as a pilot. It worked. So, we have kept the delivery model that makes it easy to get support. 

A monthly face-to-face session at a local library, plus a monthly online session for those who would 

rather join from the kitchen table. Both offer practical, immediate support for your organisation. Both are 

there for the taking.  

If you are running a new or grassroots group and you have been quietly worrying about any of the 

following, this is your invitation: 

• Governance and policies • Networking and partnerships 

• All things volunteering • Training and skills development 

• Safeguarding • Payroll 

• Funding and fundraising • And a great deal more besides 

Perhaps your committee keeps putting off the constitution review. Perhaps you have inherited a 

safeguarding policy that nobody has read since 2019. Perhaps you simply want to ask someone whether 

your funding bid stands a chance before you spend another weekend on it. We have heard all of it, and 

none of it surprises us. 

It really is this simple: book a 30-minute time slot, meet one of our resident Development Officers, get 

immediate advice and support or a signpost to specialist services if that is what you need, arrange follow-

up support where appropriate and drop in on the day if a slot happens to be free, though booking ahead 

is recommended for a guaranteed appointment. 

What are you waiting for? The sessions are running. The officers are ready to support you, whether that’s 

at a local library or online. The slots are there. Whether you want a quick sanity check or something more 

in-depth, we are genuinely happy to help your organisation thrive. All that is missing is you. 

Bookings for October, November and December are now open, with more sessions being added 

frequently, so it is worth checking back often. Have a look at our upcoming events on Eventbrite and 

reserve your slot. 

 

Community Action Bradford & District 

Follow Community Action online 

https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/community-sector-outreach-4816871?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=creatorshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=odclsxcollection&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/community-sector-outreach-4816871?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=creatorshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=odclsxcollection&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61564125515064
https://www.linkedin.com/company/community-action-bradford-district/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_search_srp_all%3BMeBfonesSr%2B8Z9prt54T0A%3D%3D
https://cabad.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

  

Colder Weather is Returning And so are Flu Jabs  
Free flu vaccinations have begun rolling out across West Yorkshire, with NHS teams working to make it as easy 

as possible for families to get protected ahead of winter.  

Children and pregnant women are the first groups eligible. Most school-aged children will be offered their 

vaccination at school, while parents of two and three-year-olds, and those in a clinical risk group, will be invited 

to book through their GP practice. Pregnant women can get their jab at any stage of pregnancy and should 

speak to their maternity team, GP practice or a participating pharmacy. 

Flu can be far more serious than a bad cold, with thousands of children needing hospital care each year and 

pregnant women also at greater risk of becoming seriously ill. Most adults receive the vaccine by injection, 

while most children are offered a nasal spray. From 1 October, other eligible groups can begin booking, 

including people aged 65 and over, adults with certain long-term conditions, care home residents, carers and 

frontline health and social care workers, via the National Booking Service. 

First-year university students are also being reminded to book their MenB vaccine, with first doses available 

until 31 December 2026 and second doses until 31 March 2027, bookable through the NHS booking service. 

Full details on eligibility and booking are available on the NHS website. 

 

Health and Care System News 

Locala Sexual Health: Clinic 
in a Van  

Locala Sexual Health has taken delivery of 

a new 'Clinic in a Van' to support sexual 

health and contraceptive needs for 

people across West Yorkshire (Bradford 

and Kirklees). 

The van has two clinical rooms and a 

toilet on board, meeting all the Infection 

Prevention and Control standards you'd 

expect from Locala's mainstream clinics. 

This means patients can access the same 

services as those available in a clinic, with 

the exception of coils. Services on offer 

include: 

• Sexual health screening 

• HIV testing 

• Treatment for STIs 

• Contraception (excluding coils) 

• Sexual health advice 

• C-Card and condoms 

• Signposting to other services 

Please note, the full list of services may 

not be available at every location.  

If you are unsure whether the service can 

help you, please contact your nearest 

clinic for more information. Check the 

website for dates and times near you. 

 

Aphasia Uncovered: Bradford 
Did you know that around 85% of people in the UK do not 

know what aphasia is? Thousands of individuals across West 

Yorkshire face daily communication challenges that many of 

us simply do not understand. That is why Aphasia Support is 

delivering free training sessions to build confidence and 

awareness among professionals supporting local people 

with aphasia. Led by experienced Speech and Language 

Therapist Catherine Hayes, and supported by someone with 

lived experience of aphasia, these sessions offer a unique 

opportunity to learn directly from both clinical expertise and 

personal insight. 

These sessions are for staff and volunteers working in 

charities or organisations, as well as professionals supporting 

people with aphasia in West Yorkshire. 

You will learn what aphasia is and how it affects 

communication, the real-life impact of aphasia on individuals 

and their families, and practical strategies and techniques to 

adapt your communication style. You will also learn how to 

use a 'total communication' approach, how to create more 

inclusive and supportive conversations and the support 

landscape for people with aphasia and their carers in West 

Yorkshire. 

The Bradford session will take place on 13 January 2027, from 

9.30am to 12.30pm at City Hub. 

Register for this free training, part of a wider programme 

delivered across West Yorkshire by Aphasia Support, 

generously funded by the British Aphasiology Society. 

 

This page is supported by the VCS Alliance  

https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/vaccination-and-booking-services/book-flu-vaccination/
https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/vaccination-and-booking-services/book-a-menb-vaccination-appointment/
https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/
https://sexualhealth.locala.org.uk/
https://sexualhealth.locala.org.uk/clinic-in-a-van
https://www.aphasiasupport.org/
https://portal.aphasiasupport.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=130
https://www.bas.org.uk/


 

Thank you to each and every one of our loyal subscribers – 

we hope you enjoy the read each fortnight! 

 

Want to subscribe? 

Subscribe now to receive this mailing directly to your inbox by emailing 

briefingbradford@cabad.org.uk stating your full name, chosen email address 

organisation, and job role.  

Be in the next issue! 

Send an email to briefingbradford@cabad.org.uk with as much detail as 

possible to have it in a future issue. 

Advertise with us for flexible rates, email briefingbradford@cabad.org.uk 

https://www.facebook.com/people/Community-Action-Bradford-District/61564125515064/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHKvqexMLbJ_bKKQmjUUAdA
https://uk.linkedin.com/company/community-action-bradford-district
mailto:briefingbradford@cabad.org.uk
mailto:briefingbradford@cabad.org.uk
mailto:briefingbradford@cabad.org.uk
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